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Introduction
Imagine this.
Imagine that every time you went to your local discount
store, you saw a $5.00 bill on a shelf over here and a $10.00
bill on the next aisle, oh and you simply can't walk by the
health and beauty clearance sections without picking up the
$20 bills just sitting on these shelves, waiting for someone to
pick them up, right?
Well, I want you to open your eyes and imagine that there is
money everywhere.
Because there is.
There are products littering store shelves that are just dying
to make you money and I promise you that after you read
this book, you will never walk into any store ever again
without itching to find out the potential profitability of every
single item in that store.
After you read this book. you'll know how to make money if
you want to. It's up to you if you are willing to put in the
time and effort to make this business grow, but it's here,
ready and waiting for you, if you want it.
My goal is to get you ready to go for it.
Hey there, my name is Melina and I am the owner of
FindingWorkatHomeJobs.com
, a website dedicated to helping

stay at home parents, or anyone really, find legitimate work
at home opportunities.
I've been working at home for almost 10 years (hard to
believe it's been that long) and, while I still have a great
J-O-B that I love, I have been on the hunt for a great work at
home business for quite a while.
I have found some winners and some losers. Some of them
were pretty successful but I didn't really enjoy them, and
some of them I truly enjoyed, but... I just couldn't get them
off the ground.
The home business opportunity that I will introduce you to is
literally something I just stumbled upon, and I really can't
believe it has taken me this long to find it.
But, now that I have, I am absolutely thrilled.
Don't get me wrong, I am finding that it is a LOT of hard
work, and yes, I have had to invest some money in it but the
gains and rewards have been so great, and they have come
quickly as well!
I am really excited to share this opportunity with you. It is
something that anyone can do, with a little grit and
determination.
The best part is, it is not an MLM, nor does it include building
a website, or anything like that. It's a relatively simple
business and fun to boot!
And it does involve a whole lot of shopping, something that I
absolutely LOVE to do.

I hope that this book opens a new door of opportunity for you
and that this info blesses your life as much as it has mine.
So, what are we waiting for? Let's get started:

Chapter 1
What is retail arbitrage?
First a story:

About a month ago, acting on a tip from a friend, I headed
over to my local Barnes & Noble bookstore hunting for this
plush toy named "The little blue truck". What was so special
about this little blue truck?
Well, it was selling for it $21.00 at Barnes & Noble, yet on
Amazon, it was selling for $59.99. Here's a picture of the
little blue truck below:

So, I arrived at Barnes & Noble, and there it was, the little
blue truck. It was very little and there was only one left.
I hesitated, however. Would someone really buy this little
thing for almost $60.00? It seemed a little ridiculous. I went
over to Amazon.com and saw that the product was out of
stock at the time.
I checked the sales rank of the item (sales rank will tell you
how well an item is selling,
I promise to explain this to you
later in the ebook)the sales rank was excellent. At the
time, it was in the low 20,000 range, which for the toys
category, is fabulous.
I also went to a website named Camelcamelcamel.com, to
see the selling history of the item, and I saw that the item
had just recently sold for $59.95.

Wow.
And as I was looking at it, I realized again that it was out of
stock on Amazon, which was good news for the next seller to
post the item for sale.
I pondered this for a moment.
Yes it would be a little risky to buy this item and not know for
sure if
it would sell.
BUT.
It had JUST sold for $59.95.
It had a really good sales rank.
And it was out of stock, which probably meant that if
someone were to list the item on Amazon again, it would sell
pretty quickly.
I took in a deep breath and thought, Eh, let's just go for it.
I went home, put the tiny, but cute little blue bus in protective
packaging and sent it off to Amazon.
It sold within one day of arriving.
Yes, it sold at $59.95.
Here's proof of my net profit shown in the Accounting
Software that I use.

Pretty great, right?
My return on investment was 44%. Which, at the time I
thought was fantastic.
(This little blue truck is no longer selling for $59.95, so
please don't go out and buy it unless you can get it for $5.00
or something similar!)
There is plenty of fish in the sea, so to speak and I'm going to
show you where to find them.

Believe it or not, since then I have found products that give
me a return on investment of over 1000%.

Intrigued yet?

So, back to my question. What is retail arbitrage?
Did you know that there are items that you can buy at retail
stores like 
Walmart, Target and Big Lots
that are selling on
Amazon for 3 times the price (or more)?
I sure didn't.
Basically, that's what retail arbitrage is.
I consider it to be the art of researching which items
are selling for a low price at a retail store , while
simultaneously being sold for a higher price on an
online platform such as Amazon.
You can then take that item that you bought for an insanely
low price at a retail store and "flip it" on Amazon.

I know what you may be thinking:

Why in the world would someone buy something online for a
lot more money, when they can just buy it at a much lower
price at their local retail store?
Oh, there are sooo many reasons!
Some people live out in the middle of nowhere and can't make
it to a store.
Some live in a big city and find it to be a hassle to get to their
local Walmart and lug all of their groceries home, (truly! my
sister can testify to this).
For some people, time is money and they simply don't have
time to shop.
And last but not least.... what's on sale in your neck of the
woods is NOT necessarily on sale in other parts of the country
OR it is sold out and YOU are one of the last people on earth
that found that specific item.. you lucky bird!
Now that I do know about retail arbitrage and the endless
supply of items out there that are selling for a much higher
markup on Amazon, I am using that knowledge to sell these
items in the World’s biggest Marketplace.
And now, I'm going to share this information with you, so
that you can go out and start making a full time income,
leveraging the power of one of the world's biggest websites to
move your inventory and make you some serious cash.

First, a little info on Amazon.com
As I'm sure you know, Amazon is one VERY popular website.
Currently, they are ranked as the 7th most visited website in
the world. Ahead of Twitter and right behind Google,
Facebook, Yahoo, etc and WAY ahead of eBay. In fact, did
you know that Amazon currently sells more products in ONE
DAY than eBay sells in a week?
And the news gets even better, once we come to find out that
Amazon allows anyone to become a professional seller on
their site through their Fulfillment by Amazon program (FBA),
which I will explain to you, but the bottom line, is that you will
have access to the many millions of customers flocking to
Amazon.com with only one thought in their mind:
To Buy.
I know what you're thinking. You're thinking that you've done
the eBay thing before and that this is probably very similar
and you just don't want to go down that road again.
But if you stop and think about what you didn't like about
eBay, I can bet that the thing you hated the most was all the
work it required such as shipping orders to customers, having
to deal with customer service issues such as questions about
the product, returns, refunds, feedback. Ugh. I'm with you
on that.
If you think you just can't handle all the work required to run
an online retail business, just hang tight with me for a bit,

because I may have some answers that will help with all of
this, and I think you will like it.
But in the meantime, just to give you a broad overview of
what this business is all about, I will say that Amazon's
Fulfillment by Amazon Program ( I will just call it FBA from
this point on), will allow you to make an income by buying
items at a low cost and then turning around and selling them
at a higher price point and thus making a profit.
You can buy lower priced merchandise in a variety of different
ways, whether it be at a 
Thrift Store, Garage Sale, Flea
Market, Liquidation Store, via Wholesale
means, but for
those just starting out, I invite you to take a look at the
system that I use, which is to basically source inventory at
retail stores such as 
Walmart, Target, Big Lots, CVS,
Walgreens
and 
online
retailers such as 
Walmart, Target,
The Disney Store, Sears, Kmart, etc.
I also use my couponing prowess to get items for free or close
to free and then turn around and make a huge profit on them.

Where to find items to sell
First, I encourage you to operate with the abundance mindset
and repeat this daily to yourself:
Merchandise is everywhere!

Everywhere!
So, don't get discouraged and think you can't find
merchandise that is profitable.
It may take you a few weeks to get the hang of it , but don't
give up. If you give up, you have a 100% chance of failing at
this.
In order to find merchandise, you will need a good sourcing
app that you can download to your smartphone. I suggest
ProfitBandit or Scanpower but there are many others you can
use; they all pretty much get the job done.
Once you get your app on your smartphone, start scanning
everything in your house that has a barcode just to get the
hang of it. That way, you can get a feel for how much items
are selling for on Amazon.
I scanned all the items in my bathroom and pantry (even
though I was not yet approved to sell in the Health and
Beauty or Grocery categories on Amazon) just to get a feel
for things, it was great!

But, when you're first starting out, I recommend that you
stick to a couple of categories only. As you learn more about
what sells and what doesn't, you may wish to expand into
other types of merchandise but to keep from getting

overwhelmed, I recommend that you look into selling in the
books and toys categories only (and you don't need to
be approved to sell in these categories if you are selling
via Amazon's FBA program
, which is what you will be
doing).

Let's talk about books first:
Amazon started out as an online marketplace for books and
they're still the world's largest online marketplace for used
books.
Books are a 
great
category to sell in when you're first
starting out because 
purchasing books can be very
inexpensive.
I don't recommend that you just go out and start buying
every single book you can lay your hands on.
Generally, try to stay away from fiction books, reader's digest
books and encyclopedias, because they really don't sell that
well, if at all.
Instead, try to keep an eye out for books that are just a little
bit unusual or take a look at 
textbooks, biographies,
autobiographies, or how-to books.

Where can you find these books?
If you're really going to go after buying and selling used
books online, then here are the best places to find used
books:

Garage sales
Make a habit of going to lots and lots of garage sales. This is
where you will find hidden treasures that no one else will
know about. This is also where you will find a lot of textbooks
that people just want to get rid of.
To find garage sales in your area, try Craigslist or a website
named 
GSALR.com
, which is The Internet's Largest Garage
Sale, Yard Sale & Estate Sale Marketplace (it's totally free).
Thrift stores
Thrift stores offer great bargains on books. I would generally
advise you to 
stay away from Goodwill
because they
already have their employees check their stock against
what is selling on Amazon.
What that means for you, is that you won't get rock bottom
prices.
So, I recommend checking out your local thrift store instead.

The first time you go, just take a look around and see if you
can find out when they're having their half price days. I
recommend buying on half price days only.
If you can develop some sort of a relationship with the
employees, they may even be able to tell you if they have
books in the back that you can look through.
But that sort of thing only comes with time so be patient!

Library sales
Several times a year, libraries will have what they call a
"Friends of the library" sale
.
These are fantastic sales and you'll get great prices, just be
prepared that there will be lots of other online booksellers
jostling for their share of the pie. Not a big deal.
Remember, Amazon is a huge marketplace and there's plenty
for all.
Even if you just grab all the leftover books your competition
doesn't want, you can still make a pretty penny.
To find these sales in your area, simply do a google search for
these sales in your city or call your local library and ask
them when they expect to have their next Friends of the
library sale.

Friends and neighbors

If you're not shy, start hitting your friends up for used books
that they are just going to throw away.
Ok, seriously, my mother-in-law donates tons of books to her
local library.
She just didn't know what to do with them. Now she gives
them to me!
Secret: How to Flip books for resale

I’m going to show you how to buy textbooks online at sites
like
eBay

, and then how to resell them online for a profit at
places like
BookScouter.com

.
I promise you this will be easy, and maybe even fun!
Here’s how to do it…
There’s a handy little tool you can use to make this work at
BookScouter.com
.
Their site will let you plug in a book’s ISBN number (right next
to the UPC) and then it will tell you how much the book is
worth and which buyback company will give you the most
money.
I use this tool before buying a book to make sure that there is
a company willing to pay more for the book than what the
Ebay seller is charging.

Let me give you a couple of examples I found this week…
Here is a screenshot of an auction that just closed for the
book “Fundamentals of Physical Geography.” It was sold for
$52.50 (plus $3.99 for shipping) giving the buyer a total cost
of $56.49. Using the tool at BookScouter, I see that
Moola4Books.com is paying $61.25 for the same book and
they will cover the cost of shipping if I send it to them, giving
me a 
profit margin of $4.76
.

Also on Rent Scouter, it shows that Amazon’s buyback
program would be willing to give me a $71.77 Amazon gift
card for this book. Amazon’s program also comes with free
shipping so I would 
profit a $15.28 gift card
. Not too bad!
Here’s another one:

After shipping charges, this book cost the buyer $37.11.
BookScouter shows that it could be traded in for a $41.26
Amazon gift card, 
giving me a profit of $4.15.

As you can see the profit margins aren’t huge on a single
book, because there are several other Ebayers playing this
trade-in game.
However, if you can average a $5 profit margin on each book,
you only need to buy 5 books everyday to pocket an extra
$750 dollars each month!
Considering there over a million
textbook auctions on Ebay

right now, it shouldn’t be too hard to find 5 books a day to
resell.
If you do decide to
sell textbooks for cash, there are a couple

of things you need to remember:
● Be sure to check the condition of the book before
buying it.
Most buyback companies expect a little wear
and tear, but if there are ripped pages or severe damage
to the cover, they probably won’t accept your book.
● Pack your books carefully
. Most buyback companies
will give you a prepaid shipping label, but you are
responsible for your own packaging. If the books are
damaged during transit, you’ll have to eat the loss.
● Be careful of payment fees.
If you are offered the
choice of a Paypal payment or a check payment, keep in
mind that if you choose Paypal, you will need to deduct
those fees from your profit margin.

Okay now let's talk about toys:

Ah, toys! During the last four months of the year, selling toys
on Amazon can make you tens of thousands of dollars. Yes, I
said tens of thousands.
But, there's still a lot of money to be made selling toys on
Amazon during the other months of the year. The trick is to
find toys on clearance or marked down to crazy sale prices.

Where can you find these items?

So, this is where I find some of these items. And by the way,
inventory changes all the time at these stores, so the idea is
for you to go to these stores listed below and start hunting for
their clearance items or clearance aisles .
Then, once you locate their clearance section, you'll want to
determine which items are priced low enough at the store yet
high enough on Amazon to yield you a good profit.
Don't worry, I'm going to tell you exactly how to do
that in a minute
.
But in the meantime, here are the stores that I frequent on a
weekly basis:

Wal-Mart, CVS, Walgreens, Target, Big Lots, Ross,
Burlington coat factory, T.J. Maxx, Toys R us.

Online Arbitrage
If you don't have time to go to Retail Stores on a daily basis,
never fear we live in the age of… Shopping online!
Many people are successful selling on Amazon via what we
like to call: 
online arbitrage
.
This can be very easy but FYI it can be time consuming. I
happen to think it's fun but others prefer going to Retail
Stores rather than shopping online. Of course, it's best to
pursue what you enjoy most.
If you prefer to pursue online arbitrage simply go to
online web sites such as: Walmart.com.,
TheDisneystore.com, Sears.com, Target.com,
Kmart.com, Toysrus.com and others.
All you have to do is navigate to their clearance section, start
pulling up items on the retail site, and then navigate to
Amazon.com to see how much they're selling for there.
If it is selling for at least 
three times
the price on
Amazon.com, and the sales rank is good ( I will explain how

to determine that in a bit), then you can make a decision on
whether you want to buy it or not!
Easy peasy lemon squeasy.

How to determine if an item is profitable
In order to determine if an item will be profitable, you're
going to need a little bit of help. For that, you will need a
mobile app.
Mobile apps will give you vital information such as the sales
rank of an item ( I will explain what that is in a minute) and
they will tell you how much the item is selling for on Amazon.
This information is crucial in order for you to make a solid
decision on whether to purchase the item or not.
A mobile app is absolutely essential to your Amazon business.
Consider it overhead.
You will need to spend a little money to make money but this
is one of those tools that you will not be able to live without.
I understand that for some of us, cost is a real issue.

If that's the case, Amazon does have a free app that you can
download to your smart phone but this app is designed for
buyers, not sellers.
So please do be aware of that, and also be aware that the
information that you get in regards to the profitability of the
item in question may not be as accurate as you would need it
to be, in order to make an informed decision on whether to
buy the item or not.
You'll have to decide whether it's worth it to you to buy an
item that will not make you any money or worse, cost you
money if it doesn't sell.
Some of the paid apps that I recommend are put out by Profit
Bandit and Scanpower.

Basically what you would do is scan the item in question using
the app (and the camera on your smartphone) and you will
get real time information from Amazon's database telling you
how much the item is selling for and its sales rank on
Amazon.
These seller apps are actually a lot more fancy and have
incredible features but for now, these are the only two pieces
of information that you need to know.
So, let's say you find a Mr. Potato head toy at Big Lots
that is selling for $3.00 at Big Lots and it's selling for
$10.00 on Amazon. Would you buy it?

Let me give you my criteria for buying an item to sell on
Amazon:

1. The item has to be selling for 
three times
my purchase
price on Amazon.com.
2. The item has to be brand new and still in its original
packaging with 
absolutely no defects
.
3. If I'm selling a toy, the sales rank of the item on Amazon
has to be 
below 150,000
. The sales rank of an item will tell
you basically how well or how quickly an item is selling on
Amazon.com.
Generally, the 
lower
the rank, the more profitable the item
may be.

Sales Rank
You may be wondering how I know whether any of these
products will sell, but the slightly scary thing is that you don't

really know if it will sell or not, which can make this business
seem risky to you, but it’s really not as risky as it sounds if
you do the proper research 
before you buy a product to
sell
.
I am the first to admit that there can be a steep learning
curve with FBA (at least at first) but you will quickly be able to
determine which items have the best chance of selling
with little risk to you simply by looking at the "sales rank" of
any item on Amazon.

What is a sales rank?
If a product has been purchased on Amazon, it will include a
sales rank on its product page.
The better a product sells on Amazon, the lower the
rank
.
If a product is not selling very well on Amazon (or if it's been
a while since it has sold), it will have a higher rank.
This is just a very basic explanation, but really, it is all I go
by at the moment and it has served me very well.
Sales ranks are different in various categories.
Typically, it's recommended that you try to stick to selling
items that are in the 
top 5%
of items selling on Amazon in
their category.

So for example, if you were selling an item in the Toys
category, you'll want to stay within the top 5% of Toys being
sold which is a sales rank of 1 to 142,346.
If you find a toy that is on clearance at Toys R Us, for
example, and it is selling for $5.00 at Toys R US, but you
check Amazon and see that it's going for $30.00. Cha Ching!
But.... then you check it's sales rank and it is ranked
at 550,000.
Hmmm.
That may make you think twice.
The profit would be wonderful 
IF
you sold the item, and the
sales rank is telling you that at 550,000, it's not selling that
often.
So, yes, you would make a great profit, but you may have to
wait for a long while for it to sell.
Not worth it?
I would say, if you're starting out, it's not worth it.
Just put the item back on the shelf and find an item with a
great markup AND a great sales rank
.
There are lots of "fish' in the sea.

You'll find another item, one that will sell a lot more
quickly, 
thus freeing up your cash flow to keep building
your business.
Ok, and now you're wondering, 
where
do I find the sales
rank of items and how do I know what constitutes a great
sales rank ?
Never fear, I've got you covered. First of all, because I love
you, I am including below a sheet that details the sales ranks
for most categories on Amazon. I use this sheet of several
times a day, it's a lifesaver.
See next page for the sales rank sheet:

Now that you've got the basics down on how to source an
item and how to determine if the item will be a good buy, I'm
going to briefly go over how to list your item on Amazon.

Setting up your Amazon account
In order to take advantage of the fulfillment by Amazon
program, you must set up your own Amazon selling account.
Simply go to:
https://sellercentral.amazon.com/gp/homepage.html?
And click on the tab that says: Register.
In order to sell via amazon's FBA program, you will need to
register as a professional seller.
There is a subscription fee of $40.00 per month but your first
month is free.
I would recommend getting educated on everything FBA
before you start your subscription.

That way you don't waste your free month.
You'll want to fill out all the information requested and once
you've done that, you'll be prompted to go back to the
Fulfillment by Amazon main page and click on :
Get started
Simply add FBA to your account and follow the props to
register.
Once you're done, you will officially be in business and can
now sell your items to anyone in the world using Amazon’s
FBA program.

Items you will need to start a business
Amazon's FBA program offers an incredible way for anyone to
start an incredibly successful lucrative business with very little
overhead.
However, there is overhead!
In comparison to most businesses however, your overhead is
relatively low. Let's go over some of the things that you'll
need:
1. A computer with Internet connection

Needless to say this is a must. You'll need a computer to
research, keep track of your inventory and just generally run
your business.
2. Amazon seller account
Setting up your Amazon seller account is very easy.
But again, I recommend reading and educating yourself on
the FBA process before setting up your account with Amazon.
This is because Amazon charges a professional selling fee of
$39.95, to all of its professional Sellers, but they very
graciously offer new Sellers the first month free.
Take advantage of that first free month by getting all your
ducks in a row first.
This will save you $40.00 and will also give you a better idea
of whether you want to pursue this as a business before you
spend money on it.
Amazon offers two ways to sell on Amazon. You can sell as a
professional seller for $39.95 per month and you will have
access to the FBA program.
Or, you can sell as a merchant fulfilled vendor, and simply pay
a listing fee of 99¢ per item.

Selling under Amazon's merchant fulfilled program means that
you will ship the items to customers yourself and you will deal
with all of the customer service required.
If there is only one thing you read I'd highly suggest you read
this sentence:

Do not sell as a merchant fulfilled vendor.

There are so many reasons for this and honestly I don't have
the time to list them all in this book. But the bottom line is
this: 
it is very easy to be banned from selling on
Amazon
.
And unlike eBay, once you are banned from selling on
Amazon they don't let you come back.
It's very easy to get in trouble as a merchant fulfilled vendor.
All it takes is a few bad feedbacks to get kicked off the
Amazon.
Amazon is very protective of their customers and if they feel
you're giving any of their customers about experience, you're
out.

The best way to guard against this is by selling via Amazons
FBA program.
Why?

Because when you sell using Amazon's FBA program, you
simply send the items into Amazon, 
and Amazon will take
care of shipping the items to your customers, dealing
with returns, and dealing with all of the customer
service involved.
If anything goes wrong with the shipping or customer service
side of things, Amazon will take the heat for you. They will
not penalize you for items being shipped late or items being
damaged in shipping.
Bottom line, they protect you (for the most part) and you can
do what you do best, which is sourcing items, sending them
into Amazon, and they will take care of the rest.

There's a lot more that I can say about this, but this is just a
beginners guide and I don't want to get too complicated or
overwhelming, so I will just leave it at that.

Packaging items
Feedback is very important in the Amazon world.
You can still get dinged with bad feedback if you don't
package your items well. So, I recommend buying good
packaging materials to protect your items from Amazon's
dusty warehouses.
Simply go to Amazon’s official page on Youtube and you will
learn everything you need to know about how to package
your items.

https://sellercentral.amazon.com/gp/homepage.html?

Seller apps
The trick to knowing which items will be profitable for you to
sell with the lowest risk, is to do your research.
The only way to do this is through getting a seller app.

There's no way around it, these apps will make you a lot more
knowledgeable about which items will make you money.
Amazon has a free seller app.
At the very least, I suggest you download this app to your
smartphone.
Otherwise, Profit Bandit and Scoutify have great apps that
you can use.
Simply google their names and you'll see which option may
work best for you.

As you grow your business, there will be other tools that will
save you time and increase your profitability, but for now this
is really all you need.

Listing your products
Now you have a product that you want to sell, your Amazon
seller account is ready, soooo it is time to list those items on
Amazon.com!

Here the steps:
1. Log into your seller account at
www.sellercentral.amazon.com

2. Click on the inventory tab and select:

Add a product

3. In the space provided, enter the name of the product or
the ASIN number (if you have it) of the product that you plan
to sel and hit the "search" tab. You'll want to choose the
product that is an exact match for what you are selling.

4. Click the "Sell Yours" button
5. Fill out the form with the details of the condition of the
product (New)
6. Type in the sale price that you wish to sell it for.
7. Put in the quantity of items that you have for that product
8. That's it!

Follow the instructions on Seller Central that will detail how to
send in your item to Amazon. They will let you know which
warehouse to send it to and you're done.

Now you know the basics of how to start a booming
business on Amazon.com.
It may seem like a steep learning curve, and it is, at first. But
honestly? I know of no other business in the world as simple
as this one.
At its root, it is basically a business that consists of sending
Amazon a box of inventory and having them sell it for you.
That's it.

I highly suggest, however, that you read everything that you
can get your hands on in regards to Amazon's FBA program
before jumping into selling on their platform.
If you have limited funds, (which, don’t we all?) then I
suggest you go to Amazon.com and search for 
Free kindle
books
on how to sell using Amazon's FBA program.
I find Free ebooks on this topic every day and most days will
post these titles on my website on the following page:

http://www.findingworkathomejobs.com/e-book-reviews.html

Best of luck and may this finally be the business that turns
your life around!
Melina
www.FindingworkatHomeJobs.com

